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IV. A Letter from Mr. Jof. Nclfon, concerning the 
EffeBs of the aboVementloned Storm of Thunder 
and Lightning at Colcheftcr. 

Colchefier^ July 26 y 1708. 

A V I N G taken notice of the Strange E&cls of 
^ ^, Thunder you J?iibJifhed for the Months ofjam^ 
arj'olid February h&^ the like was ftrange in this lown 
o^Colcke(ler. On July 16 die Veneris 1708, about Eight 
•of the Clock at Night (the greater part of the After- 
noon being Cloudy, but more thick toward Night, with 
Thunder at a diliance for above an Hour before, and 
much Lightning) I heard a Thunder-Crack fo' loud, as 
if it were clofe to me, (thQ hke I never heard before jj at 
which time the Thunder and Lightning broke into 
Mr. Jofijua Kjn^^ Hoiifc, at the Sign of the Hart in 
Maudlin-'ftreet in Colchejter^ beginning at the South fide 
thereof at the Gable-end, breaking leveral Roof-Tiles, 
and near 20 other, as at^ in the Figure^ continuing its 
Courfe Perpendicular, and in a ftrait Line (the only 
Motion that feems confident with fuch Violence, which 
it feems was otherwife in the Gentlewomans JHoufe in 
h'clmd) it went into a Lean-to> and lighting on a 
hunching out of the Wall at ^, it entered into the Stfong- 
Beer Buttery tln'o' the Laths, and forced a Cork out of 
the lower I'ap-hole of a Butt, to the Lofs of forae Gal- 
lons of Beer ; in its way at a^ it Ihiver'd a Stud about 
three Inches Square, fo that one fide rcmain'd nail'd to 
Latlis, yet not much thicker than a Latli^ and alfo brake 
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It in two as if it were a 1 obacco-Pipe. Below tlie Beam 
at b^ it clave or fpllt a Stud, about 4 Inches fquare^ fevc- 
ralFoot down, which is there ftanding i this was Wov^ 
its violent razing on the outfide. At the time of this Blow 
the faid Mr. KJng was ia the Lean-too, and tlioughc he 
fhoutd have been deftroyed with the Lightning, bi;i: re- 
ceived no hurt 4 he fmelt a itrong Sulphurous Scent* It 
caft the broken Wall divers Rood with the Violence. 
There v^-as fomc little damage done to Alhallorvs Church 
about the fame time in the laid Town. 

But that which was moft lamentable, divers Boats 
w^ere carrying Perfons from Harwich to Ipfwich on the 
Onve/l/^ the violence of the Thunder and Lightning kilfd 
four dead immediately, made a Lad run Mad, and 
wounded the reft that were in that Boat, whicii were 
twelve Perfons, and melted a Watch and the Chain all 
of a Lump which was in a Dead Man'^j Pocket ; this was 
about the fame time of the aforementioned. Mr. Vm^icis 
Holboroiv Q^ Cqlchefter^ Goldfmith, was Eye-Witnefs to 
this : being in one of tiie Boats, he fmelt liich a Scent of 
Sulphur as he could not bear. This was about eighteen 
Miles N. E. oi Colckefter^ and one Mile S. E..it w^s no 
more violent than an ordinarv Storm.. 
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